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GHP MESSAGE 

Companions:    

 

Thank you, companions, for your trust and 

confidence by electing me to serve you as your Grand 

High Priest for Capitular Year 2013-2014. I look 

forward to meeting all of you sometime during the 

year at visitations, receptions, award ceremonies, and 

so forth. You can find a brief biography of me at our 

website, but I am most happy to address you directly 

in this June edition of the Newsletter.  As I prepare 

this soon after Memorial Day, I would like to quote 

part of an article that appeared in the Wall Street 

Journal of May 26th, about the “forgotten war.” 

 

“Last month President Obama posthumously awarded 

the Medal of Honor to Father Emil Kapaun, a 

Catholic priest who served as a U.S. Army chaplain 

during the Korean War.  

 

“Under a ferocious assault from Chinese communists 

at Unsan, Korea in November 1950, Kapaun 

repeatedly dodged enemy fire to pull comrades to 

safety, and to tend to their injuries. When he was 

ordered to evacuate, he stayed behind to care for the 

wounded until his capture. Witnessing an enemy 

soldier aiming his rifle and preparing to execute a 

wounded American, Kapaun shoved the enemy 

soldier aside, picked up the wounded man, and 

carried him for miles on a death march ordered by the 

communists.  

 

“Until his death the following year at a prisoner-of-

war camp, Kapaun cared for his fellow prisoners and 

inspired them by defiantly practicing his faith despite 

brutal punishment. In presenting the medal last 

month to Kapaun's family, President Obama related 

Kapaun's celebration of Easter in 1951.  

 

"He held up a small crucifix that he had made from 

sticks. And as the guards watched, Father Kapaun 

and all those prisoners—men of different faith, 

perhaps some men of no faith—sang the Lord's 

Prayer and 'America the Beautiful.' They sang so 

loud that other prisoners across the camp not only 

heard them, they joined in, too—filling that valley 

with song and with prayer." Many prisoners of the 

camp would later credit Kapaun with saving their 

lives.” 

 

My hope is that I can serve this Grand Chapter as 

well this year as our troops, living and dead, have 

served our country, indeed the world, for the last few 

decades. This newsletter to should go out by the last 

day of each month so that the dais officers in our 

local chapters will have it available to share at stated 

convocations. Best wishes for the remainder of 2013!  

 

Remember to contribute to the DeBarrows 

Scholarship Fund. 

 

Fraternally,  Gary Spriggs 

Grand High Pries 
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GRAND HIGH PRIEST BIO 

 

Gary was born in Cumberland, Maryland in 1950 and 

grew up in nearby West Virginia. He graduated from 

Ridgeley High School in 1967, and attended West 

Virginia University graduating in 1971. He received 

his commission in the U. S. Air Force through the 

ROTC program and served until 1998, retiring after 

26 years active duty as a Lieutenant Colonel. Since 

1998 Gary has worked for the County of Nevada in 

Nevada City, California, and is currently their 

Information Security Officer. 

 

Gary comes from a family with a number of 

grandparents, great-uncles and a great-grandfather 

who were active in Blue Lodge and York Rite 

Masonic organizations in Maryland and West 

Virginia. His introduction to the Masonic family was 

through his grandmother, who was a 50-year member 

of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

 

He was raised in Nevada Lodge #13 in Nevada City, 

went through the line and served as Worshipful 

Master in 2006. Gary has been active in all of the 

York Rite organizations, serving in the east for 

Nevada Chapter #6, Nevada Council #62, and 

Nevada Commandery #6. He has been awarded the 

Meritorious Service Medal from Nevada Chapter #6 

and from Nevada Commandery #6 and has received 

the Knight York Grand Cross of Honor. Gary 

accepted an appointment to the Grand Chapter Ritual 

Staff as an Inspector in 2006, and subsequently to the 

Grand Chapter line as Grand Royal Arch Captain in 

2008.  He is a member of the Societas Rosicruciana 

in Civitatibus Foederatis, Saint Philip Conclave; 

Order of the Red Cross of Constantine; and Holy 

Covenant Tabernacle, Holy Royal Arch Knight 

Templar Priests. Gary is also a Past Patron of 

Evangeline Chapter No. 9, Order of the Eastern Star. 

 

Gary is married to the former Tina Matthewson of 

Grass Valley. She is a professional church musician, 

and served as Grand Organist for the Order of the 

Eastern Star in 2012. They have one daughter, Laurie 

Osborne and three grandchildren. 

 

SIMINOFF DAYLIGHT CHAPTER 

 

The first new Chapter formed since 1984 will be 

constituted on July 13
th

 at the Masonic Homes in 

Union City.  This new Chapter was instituted last 

year, under dispensation, with M.E.C. Edgar Fentum, 

KYGCH, serving as High Priest.  See details below 

on page 16  if you would like to attend this 

auspicious occasion. 

 

RECEPTIONS -- 2013 

 

On the pages that follow you will find the flyers 

announcing Receptions for the Grand York Rite 

Officers serving during 2013-14.  Other receptions 

have been scheduled, but no flyers presented.  

Included is a reception on June 22nd at Chico.  

Please contact Ray Dunham for details: (530) 343-

8396, rdaw@stormnet.com. 

 

June 8: Channel Islands 

June 13: Bellflower 

June 14: Inland Empire 

June 21: Red Bluff 

June 22: Chico 

July 21: Quincy 

August 2: Fairfield 

August 3: Alameda 

Sept 13: Santa Rosa 
 

FESTIVALS -- 2013 

 

At the end of this newsletter you will find the 

flyers announcing festivals during 2013.  Other 

festivals may have been scheduled, but no flyers 

are available.  Included among these are the 

Sacramento Sierra York Rite Association 

(SSYRA) festivals for all three bodies in March, 

April and June, 2014 

 

June 22:  Comptche 

August 16-17:  Red Bluff 

September 28: East Bay 

October 20-22: Colorado River Fall Festival 

March 2014:  Woodland, SSYRA 

 

ROYAL ARCH HISTORY 

 

Of particular interest to all Companions and Sir 

Knights is the new addition to the History of the 

Royal Arch – Volume 4 is now available, which 

takes the history through 1996.  This is the 

supplement to the original 3 Volume set prepared by 

Everett R. Turnbull and Ray V. Denslow.  The 4
th

 

Volume can be purchased for $25.  Volumes 1, 2, 3 

& 4 of the History of Royal Arch Masonry have been 

mailto:rdaw@stormnet.com
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reprinted.  These books are hardbound and 

approximately 500 pages each.  The cost is $ 100.00 

for all 4 books plus $ 15.00 shipping and handling in 

USA.  Foreign shipping could cost more.  Payment 

by check or credit card.  Contact the General Grand 

Secretary to order books. 

ramintl@sbcglobal.net 
 

RAM   INTERNATIONAL  NEWSLETTER 

 

As you know, our Grand Chapter is associated with 

the General Grand Chapter RAM International.  The 

General Grand Chapter is now publishing a 

newsletter with international scope.  Issue number 18 

for May 2013 has been forwarded to local Chapter 

officers.  Please share as appropriate with your 

companions.  In the new format, scroll down in the 

message to find the state-specific entries for 

California.  Prior editions from March 2012 can also 

be found under the Library tab at the Research 

Chapter website:  www.goldenstatechapter.org  

 

THE CLOTHES LINE 

 

A line of Jackets for our York Rite bodies continues 

to be available at MP. ENTERPRISES. The price for 

red and blue is great -- $75.00 plus tax and shipping, 

for sizes 34 to 49 in short, regular and tall; and 

$87.00 plus tax and shipping for sizes 50 to 60, also 

in short, regular, and tall.  Purple Jackets are little 

more expensive at $95.00 for the smaller and $107.00 

for the larger.  Also available are Men’s and ladies’ 

vests, tuxedos and shirts, pins, patches, and flags, and 

OES T-Shirts. Contact Max Luy at (510) 527-5728, 

or cell: (510) 502-3224; or email at 

maxluy@hotmail.com. 

 

ENCOMPASSER 

 

The April 2013 edition of the Encompasser is now 

available on the website. Go to 

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org and click on The 

Encompasser on the left hand toolbar.  You can help 

us control cost by letting us know you are willing 

to take the Encompasser by email only. 

 

Check out the new format available – you can now 

read the Encompasser online!  No need to even 

print it out.  Many thanks to our web-master, 

Excellent Companion Richard Thornton, for his 

efforts in applying this technology to our needs! 

 

GRAND CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIPS 

For info about 2013 Scholarships, go to the following 

website:   

 
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html 
 

If you have the resources, please consider making 

a significant donation on behalf of our Masonic 

Youth.  Send any excess cash (!) to the Grand 

Chapter Scholarship Program at 11428 E. Artesia 

Blvd, #13, Artesia, CA 90701-3872 

 

Remember that all donations to the Scholarship 

Program are Tax Deductible, so keep this in mind 

as you plan your annual giving and when you pay 

your dues. 

 

GOLDEN STATE RESEARCH CHAPTER 

 

 

 

The website located at www.goldenstatechapter.org 

now contains a copy of the 2010 and 2011 Grand 

Orations booklets.  Also included is a copy of “The 

Royal Arch Path,” by MEC Phil Hardiman, KYGCH.   

 

NEXT MEETING:  May 20, 2013 at 3:00 pm at 

Grand Chapter in Bakersfield. 

 

For information about membership, contact: 

 

Ex. Comp Casey Latham, High Priest 

mailto:ramintl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/
mailto:maxluy@hotmail.com
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/
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casey.latham@mycampus.apus.edu 

 

Ex. Comp Joseph Dongo, King 

alacabo@gmail.com 

Dr. Paul Arthur Clark, Scribe 

steward_lvx@hotmail.com 

M∴E∴ Comp∴ Philip A. Hardiman, Secretary 

philipandnancy@aol.com 

 

GRAND HIGH PRIEST ITENERARY 

 

JUNE   

8 

3-Way 
Reception Channel Islands 

13 Reception Bellflower 

14 

3-Way 
Reception Inland Empire 

21 

3-Way 
Reception Red Bluff 

22 Reception  Chico 

26 Reception San Jose 

JULY   

4 Parade Newhall 

5 Reception Van Nuys 

6 

Ice Cream 
Social Avila Beach 

13 

Siminoff 
Constitution Union City 

21 

3-Way 
Reception Quincy 

27 

KYCH Priory 
#82 Red Bluff 

AUGUST   

2 

3-Way 
Reception Fairfield 

3  

3-Way 
Reception Alameda 

4 

3-Way 
Reception, 
BBQ 

South San 
Francisco 

SEPTEMBER   

8 

Constitution 
Day Parade Nevada City 

21 

York Rite 
College Grass Valley 

22 Reception Monterrey Bay 

OCTOBER   

4-6 Grand Lodge San Francisco 

15-19 

OES Grand 
Chapter Fresno 

20-22 CRFF Festival Laughlin, NV 

26 

4-Way 
Reception Auburn 

NOVEMBER   

9 

NCYRA --
Commandery 
Orders Red Bluff 

DECEMBER   

14 HRAKTP Fairfield 

JANUARY   

FEBRUARY   

MARCH   

7-9 

Grand 
Officers’ 
Conference Bakersfield 

APRIL   

10-12 

Grand 
Sessions 

North Bend, 
Oregon 

MAY   

16-21 

Grand 
Sessions Bakersfield 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Grand High Priest: 

Gary W. Spriggs, KYGCH 

 207 Catherine Lane 

Grass Valley, CA  95945-5801  

 (530) 274-8937 (H) 

(530) 913-1694 (C) 

 spriggs@nccn.net   

Grand Secretary: 

 Ken Hope 

11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13 

Artesia, CA 90701-3872 

(562) 924-6500 (W) 

(562) 484-1611(C) 

ca.yorkrite@verizon.net 

 

Editor: 

 Phil Hardiman, Past Grand High Priest 

 2713 Hoffman Woods Lane 

 Carmichael, CA  95608 

 (916) 712-4814(C) 

 philipandnancy@aol.com 

Website: 

 

WWW.YORKRITEOFCALIFORNIA.ORG 

 

GOLDEN STATE CHAPTER OF RESEARCH 

Website 

 

WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG  

 

mailto:casey.latham@mycampus.apus.edu
mailto:alacabo@gmail.com
mailto:steward_lvx@hotmail.com
mailto:philipandnancy@aol.com
mailto:spriggs@nccn.net
mailto:ca.yorkrite@verizon.net
mailto:philipandnancy@aol.com
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/


                                    Page 5 of 16 

 



                                    Page 6 of 16 



                                    Page 7 of 16 

 



                                    Page 8 of 16 

 



                                    Page 9 of 16 

 



                                    Page 10 of 16 

 



                                    Page 11 of 16 

 



                                    Page 12 of 16 

 



                                    Page 13 of 16 

 
Northern California York Rite Association 

2013 York Rite Festival 
 

Red Bluff Masonic Temple   822 Main St   Red Bluff CA 

 

 

CHAPTER DEGREES 
Friday August 16

th
 2013    6:00 PM                                                                    

Mark Master and Past Master Degrees 

Saturday August 17
th

 2013    8:00 AM 

Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Degrees 

 

Lunch 12:00 PM Saturday:  Cost $10.00  

Menu; Sandwiches, Potato Salad, Baked Beans, Beverage 

 

COUNCIL DEGREES 
Saturday August 17

th
 2013   1:00 PM 

Royal Master and Select Master Degrees 

 

Candidate Fee $15.00 (Includes both Chapter and Council Degrees) 

 

Commandery Orders 
Saturday, November 9, 2013  8:00 AM 

Red Cross, Full Form Malta, Order of the Temple 

Candidate Fee $10.00 

 

Lunch served between Malta and The Order of the Temple: Cost $10.00 

Menu: Sandwiches, Potato Salad, Beans, Beverage 

 

Information Contact Person: Richard Jolley (530) 283-1492 emaidick_jolley@yahoo.com 

Reservations: Robert Morrison (530) 345-5958 email bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net 

Please make checks payable to: Red Bluff Chapter #40 RAM 
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